[Isolation of Vibrio cholerae in imported frozen seafood and their cholera-enterotoxin production].
A survey study for Vibrio cholerae in imported seafood was conducted during January 1991 to December 1994. A total of 7,439 specimens (approximately 20% of all imported food) were randomly picked up and examined for contamination of V. cholerae. Among these, V. cholerae O1 were isolated from 9 specimens, but they were all cholerae enterotoxin (CT)-negative. In terms of V. cholerae non-O1, a total of 2,803 specimens (37.4%) were contaminated with this vibrio. Shrimp, especially the ones still in their shells and imported from Asian countries such as India and Indonesia, were highly contaminated with V. cholerae. Although no strains of V. cholerae O1 isolated in this study produced CT, 2 strains of V. cholerae non-O1 were proved to be CT-producers. Taking together the high contamination of V. cholerae in imported seafood and a part of those strains producing CT, we believe that careful survey for the possible contamination of V. choleare in imported seafood is necessary.